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CHAPTER ONE: OVERVIEW OF THE STUDY
     Introduction to your study.  Video for Chapter One Outline: http://dissertationedd.usc.edu/read-and-evaluate-chapter-1-exemplars.html.
Background of the Problem

· Provides an overview of the broad problems in education which lead up to this particular dissertation, and provide an argument for doing this particular study
· In a paragraph or two what would this section include to serve as an argument for conducting your study?
Statement of the Problem
· Outline for Chapter Two  
· The purpose of the statement of the problem is to focus on what is not known or what is problematic
· In a paragraph or two what discussions would this section include to establish the parameters for your study, where will you focus your attention?
Purpose of the Study
· Reflects the Methodology in Ch 3
· Describes what the study will do, should mirror the statement of the problem  
· In a paragraph provide a discussion of how you will conduct your study, what kinds of comparisons will you make and why?
· Research questions and hypotheses (if applicable; hypotheses can also be included in the “Purpose” section).
· State your Questions

· Introduce the Theory and any model you would use as a lens to explain why things happen.

Significance of the Study

· Describes what contribution your study will make to the broad literature or problem in education when it is finished.
· In a paragraph what would you hope others would learn from your study? Reflect stakeholders.
Limitations and Delimitations
· Limitations refer to limitations on the study, which are beyond the control of the researcher and generally address issues of internal validity.

· Delimitations refer to the generalizability of the study and issues of external validity. 
Definition of Terms

· Provide operational definitions of the key terms in alphabetical order and provide source.
Organization of the Study

· Describe how your study will be organized.
For additional resources - http://dissertationedd.usc.edu/
DSC contact information – rsoedsc@rossier.usc.edu or (213)740-8099
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