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Chapter 2 Outline
Remember Chapter 2 should reflect what you have established as the focus of your study in the Statement of the Problem (What you will explore or investigate.). The purpose of the statement of the problem is to focus on what is not known or what is problematic. Establish what you will explore or investigate.
CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW
 Briefly introduce the major topics you will review in the chapter.  The literature review is a synthesis of the literature and presentation of your theoretical or conceptual framework. Keep in mind your purpose for each section of the review. Tell us how chapter two will be organized.
· Organize the body according to topic.

· Critically evaluate the literature instead of summarizing. 

· Highlight important unanswered questions

· Identify methodological problems with past studies, and areas of controversy in the literature. 

· Discuss the significance of past research and how it relates to your own study.
1st Topic
A. Introduce the Topic.  What you will present and why.
B. Offer evidence

C. Draw Conclusions.

2nd Topic
A. Introduce your second Topic
B. Offer evidence.
C. Draw Conclusions.
Other Sections Continue Pattern.

Theoretical Framework and Models
· Discuss the Origin of Theory and how the theory is relevant to your study.

· Present the version of the theory you will use and describe the major elements of the theory.

· Present what others say about the theory.
Summary
· Review the main points in the chapter.  

· Reiterate the general controversies, questions, or problems in the research that support the need for your study. Links to Theory.
· Should set the stage for Chapter 3, which is how you will do the study.
For additional resources - http://dissertationedd.usc.edu/
DSC contact information – rsoedsc@rossier.usc.edu or (213)740-8099
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