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The Literature Review
Purpose of the Literature Review

· Analyze, synthesize, and interpret research

· Focus the purpose of your study more precisely 

· Develop a conceptual/theoretical framework

· Identify the key variables and concepts in your study and how they’re related

· Identifying relationships between ideas and practice

· Relate ideas and theory to applications
· Establish the context of the topic or problem and place the research in a historical context

· Distinguish what has been done from what needs to be done
· Uncover previous research that is similar to your own that can be meaningfully extended

· Identify the main methodologies and research techniques that have been used
· Determine the relationship of your topic relative to current and past studies 

· Link your findings to previous studies.  Do your findings support or contradict them?

· Form a basis for determining the significance of your study 

Synthesizing and Analyzing Sources
For each source you include in your literature review, ask yourself:

· Has the author formulated a problem/issue?

· Is it clearly defined? Is its significance (scope, severity, relevance) clearly established?

· Could the problem have been approached more effectively from another perspective?

· What is the author's research orientation (e.g. interpretive, critical science, combination)?

· What is the author's theoretical framework (e.g. psychological, developmental, feminist)?

· What is the relationship between the theoretical and research perspectives?

· Has the author evaluated the literature relevant to the problem/issue? Does the author include conflicting or divergent viewpoints?

· How good are the basic components of the study design (e.g., population, intervention, outcome)? How accurate and valid are the measurements? Is the analysis of the data accurate and relevant to the research question? Are the conclusions validly based upon the data and analysis?

· In material written for a popular readership, does the author use appeals to emotion, one-sided examples, or rhetorically-charged language and tone? Is there an objective basis to the reasoning, or is the author merely "proving" what he or she already believes?

· How does the author structure the argument? Can you "deconstruct" the flow of the argument to see whether or where it breaks down logically (e.g., in establishing cause-effect relationships)?

· In what ways does this book or article contribute to our understanding of the problem under study, and in what ways is it useful for practice? What are the strengths and limitations?

· How does this book or article relate to the specific thesis or question I am developing?
Writing the Literature Review

Here are some tips to keep in mind when writing the literature review.

Chapter Organization

Consider the most effective way of presenting the information.  The chapter should include a general introduction, the body of the chapter, and a conclusion or discussion section.  
Introduction: Gives a brief idea of the topic to be covered in the chapter as well as the general organization of the information. 

Body: Contains your discussion of sources and is organized either chronologically, thematically, or methodologically.  Take the time to outline the general organization of the body so that you have an idea of what topics you want to cover. 
Conclusions/Recommendations: Discuss what you have drawn from reviewing literature so far. Where might the discussion proceed?

Be selective

Select only the most important points in each source to highlight in the review.  The type of information you choose to mention should relate directly to the focus of the dissertation.  Always ask how each source helps support the need for and the significance of your study. 

Summarize and synthesize

Remember to summarize and synthesize your sources throughout the review.  You should go beyond just providing a summary of related research.  Discuss the significance of previous research and how it relates to your own study. 

Use evidence

Remember that your interpretation of the available sources must be backed up with evidence to show that what you are saying is valid.  Avoid making generalizations without supporting research as evidence. 

Avoid Excessive Quoting

Excessive quoting breaks the flow of the chapter and disrupts your “voice.”  Before including a quotation, ask yourself if the quote is really necessary and whether a summary or paraphrase could still convey the same information.    

Use caution when paraphrasing

When paraphrasing a source that is not your own, be sure to represent the author's information or opinions accurately and in your own words.  Familiarize yourself with plagiarism guidelines and make sure that all your in-text sources are appropriately formatted.  
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